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We all need water, to drink, grow 
food, produce energy, manufacture 

products, extract minerals

We also need water in our rivers to 
support a healthy environment

Economic and population growth 
means we will need more water in 

the future

Water Resources – The Challenge

The climate is changing. Less 
rainfall in the summer means 

lower river flows

We will see more severe and 
more frequent droughts

There will be less water available 
for use

2https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/c8z0lk3537et, accessed 5 Sep 2025
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Water Resources West 
a multisector collaboration

A group of 
abstractors, their 
representatives 
and their 
regulators. 
Working together 
to ensure the 
sustainability of 
water resources, 
considering wider 
societal needs, 
environmental 
improvement and 
cross-sector 
opportunities. 

Our members 

We also have advisory input from: 

Working with partners to enable smart 
water management

4

£4m initiative, wholly funded by 
the Department for Science, 
Innovation and Technology and 
managed by Shropshire Council 
on behalf of the partnership

Focus on accelerating the adoption of advanced 
wireless enabled technologies across three sectors:

Water Management  | Agri-Tech | Public Sector

Aim: “To make the Severn 
Catchment Britain’s most vibrant 
and resilient river network”

Optimise across systems

Drought risk?   
Flood risk?

Water quality?
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Programme for today

Welcome
•Rich 

Blackwell, 
WRW

•Jerry Knox, 
Cranfield 
University

Session 1
Integrating 
agriculture 
into 
catchment 
scale water 
resources 
management

Tea break
•Viewing 

stands
•Networking

Session 1 
continued

Lunch
•Viewing 

stands
•Networking

Session 2
Precision 
irrigation 
management 
to manage 
climate and 
abstraction 
risks

Closing 
remarks

•Matt Smith, 
Programme 
Manager, RSP 
Advanced 
Wireless 
Innovation 
Region

11:00 – 11:30 12:30 – 13:2009:30 – 10:00 15:20 – 15:3010:00 – 11:00 11:30 – 12:30 13:20 – 15:20
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